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UM REPORT: NONRESIDENT TRAVELERS SPEND $1.5 BILLION IN MONTANA
MISSOULA A recent study by The University of Montana’s Institute for Tourism and Recreation
Research found that nonresident travelers spent more than $1.5 billion in Montana in 1998,
with the biggest chunk - $302 million - going to Gallatin County.
Other area s getting a lion’s share of nonresident traveler money that year were
Yellowstone County - $215 million - and Missoula County - $158 million. Flathead County
was fourth at $145 million.
Results of the study have been compiled in a 58-page report titled "Regional
Nonresident Spending in Montana.” It contains information about nine major Montana counties
and their largest cities, as well as the entire state.
Other areas going under the microscope for the ITRR study were Cascade County ($80
million in nonresident travel expenditures), Silver Bow County ($75 million), Lewis and Clark
County ($43 million), Custer County ($23 million), and Richland County ($30 million).
For cities, Billings raked in the most nonresident travel money at $211 million. Other
cities noted in the report were Missoula ($149 million), Bozeman ($127 million), G reat Falls
($79 million), Kalispell ($73 million), Butte ($72 million), Helena ($38 million), Sidney ($28
million) and Miles City ($18 million).
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The study measured how nonresident travelers spent their money statewide, finding
they paid out the most on retail sales (24 percent), followed by gasoline and oil (22 percent);
restaurants and bars (18 percent); and hotels, lodging and camping (17 percent). These four
categories accounted for 81 percent of expenditures that totaled $885 million.
The report also examined seasonal spending of nonresident travelers statewide, which
totaled $984 million in the summer, $301 million in the spring and fall, and $240 million in the
winter.
The report states that 3.8 million nonresident travel groups visited Montana in 1998. Of
those, 59 percent visited during the summer, 25 percent came through in the spring and fall,
and 16 percent experienced Montana’s winter.
Researchers learned that nonresident travelers stayed an average of 4.3 days in the
state. The average group size was 2.4 individuals who spent an average of $401 in Montana
during their trips. The average expenditure per day in the state was $93.
The study found that in 1998 nonresident travelers spent the equivalent of $1,732 for
every person in Montana.
The ITRR report includes in-depth break-downs of the nonresident travel data by state,
county and city. Visit the ITRR Web site at http://www.forestry.umt/itrr for more information.
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